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Geographical Literature and Maps 141 

been to offer more than such data as may be obtained by reference to any of 
the handbooks published on Mexico so far. Of the maps included in the work 
it must be said that the ones prepared in the Pan American Union Bureau 
display far better workmanship than the others. Leon Dominian. 

The Guardians of the Columbia: Mt. Hood, Mt. Adams and Mount St 
Helens. By John H. Williams. 143 pp. Map, ills., index. John H. Williams, 
Tacoma, 1912. $1.50. 16 cents postage. 10x7. 

This book will have a prominent place among popular works on our western 
mountain scenery. It has to do with the Columbia River, the three great 
mountain sentinals, Hood, Adams and St. Helens, which overlook it, the forests 
on the lava fields, the Alpine Parks, and the adventures of mountain climbers 
in this region. It is profusely illustrated with the finest of photo-engravings and 
a number of colored views. The author has evidently aimed to tell the exact 
facts about the fascinating Columbia country, its noble river and its splendid 
mountains. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Early Man in South America. By Ales Hrdlicka. In collaboration with 
W. H. Holmes, Bailey Willis, F. E. Wright and C. N. Fenner. xv and 
405 pp. Ills., index. Bull. $2, Bur. of Amer. Ethnol., Smithsonian Inst., 1912. 

Logically we are to hold an open mind upon the question of the discovery 
of early man, of early genera of something approximating the human, in 
the Argentine pampas. This work is the cross-examination, the other side has 
next its opportunity to produce evidence in rebuttal. Yet, Dr. Hrdlicka has 
made a telling case. Moved by the finds of man or anthropoid in Europe, Dr. 
Ameghino began to announce similar finds in the Pampas. He far outpassed 
the anthropologists of Europe in his zeal of discovery; where they were content 
with the erection of new species of Homo, he created new genera, Prothomo 
(an abominable mess of Greek with Latin, which Sergi quite properly rejects 
for Proanthropos), Diprothomo, Triprothomo and even Tetraprothomo. 

Now it is a principle in biology that every new species must be based upon 
a type specimen which must be deposited in some museum where it shall be 
accessible to such students as may be entitled to examine it. This examination 
was the purpose of Hrdlicka's journey to the Argentine, the examination of type 
specimens. To assist in this examination he took with him a competent geologist, 
Bailey Willis, in order that the site of each find might be properly studied. 
Even while retaining the judicial poise we may acknowledge that the North 
American representatives made a most exhaustive study of all the material 
on which the South American scholar has based his conclusions. His rejoinder 
will be awaited with the utmost interest by every anthropologist. 

A heated controversy has already raged, in particular over the fragment 
of skull upon which Ameghino has erected Diprothomo platensis. By reason 
of this, Dr. Hrdlicka took particular pains in dealing with this theme. From an 
independent examination of survivors who were engaged in the construction 
of the dry-dock at Buenos Aires in the course of which this skull fragment was 
found, he was able to make it clear that at no time had there been a distinct 
determination of the situation and surroundings in which the discovery was 
made. Passing to the fragment itself he expresses positively the opinion, now 
generally held by the German anthropologists, that the fragment has been 
described as in a wholly false adjustment to the normal skull. In support of 
his posing of the bone, Ameghino has invented a machine for the purpose of 
cranial measurement which yields exactly the result to which he had already 
committed himself, whereupon his Smithsonian critic, points out the fact that 
the machine was invented for the express purpose of producing just this 
result and none other. Divested of anatomical terminology the crux of the 
whole situation is this. Ameghino has a fragment of skull extending from the 
arch above the eyes backward to about the crown. By letting that fragment 
rest flat on the table before him he visualizes an anthropoid with extremely 



